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“Vision animates, inspires, transforms purpose into action.” 

-Warren Bennis 

 

Winton Woods' State of 

the Schools to Address 

New Opportunities for 

Students, Update on 

Buildings and Project-

Based Learning 

Anthony G. Smith, superintendent of Winton 

Woods City Schools, will hold his State of the 

Schools address on Thursday, September 6 

from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. in the high school 

media center. “Our students are becoming 

future ready,” said Smith. “The topic of 

conversation will focus on new opportunities for our Winton Woods Warriors as well as an update of the two 

new campuses, the construction timeline and the incredible Preschool Village. Please bring your friends and 

neighbors. Thank you for your commitment to Winton Woods City Schools – The District of Destination.” 

Waycross Community Media will provide a live televised feed of the address, which will be complemented with a 

real-time Twitter feed, #wwcswarriors, for questions and comments for those who are unable to attend in person. 

 

Winton Woods District Adds Levy to Upcoming 

Election Ballot 

The Winton Woods City Schools Board of Education passed a resolution to put a substitute levy on the ballot for the 

November 6 election. This $4.2 million substitute levy proposal would allow the district to continue operating expenses 

with no increase in taxes for our residents. The original levy passed in 2009. It will expire in 2019 and is necessary in order 

to continue our essential operational services to all students. 



 

 

Winton Woods City Schools 

featured in Cincy Magazine 

Winton Woods City Schools continues to grow a positive supporting 

audience. Winton Woods is the only comprehensive Pre K-12th New 

Tech Network district in the state of Ohio. This innovative project-

based academic approach inspired the publisher of Cincy Magazine 

to add it to the front cover of the Best 100 Schools issue. Winton 

Woods junior Jasmine Horner was featured on the cover. Horner is 

a high achieving student and involved in many extracurricular 

activities including cheerleading, softball, volleyball, Varsity 

Ensemble, 

student council 

and the school’s 

a capella group 

Clarity. As an 

added bonus Winton Woods Intermediate teacher Kamaria 

Martin was one of the 36 recipients selected for the 

outstanding educator award. According to the Outstanding 

Educator Recognition Program committee, winners are 

chosen for going above and beyond expectations, and as ‘the 

best of the best’ from public and private schools from both 

Ohio and Kentucky. 

The edition also included a one-page article about the exciting 

21st century innovative learning and teaching method—

project-based learning. “We realize the pathway to college 

and careers begins long before students enter high school,” 

said Superintendent Anthony G. Smith. “Through project-

based learning, we have created an educational experience 

that will prepare all Winton Woods scholars to be future 

ready.” 

 

 

 

 

 



Winton Woods Students Artwork Displayed at National 

Underground Railroad Freedom Center 

The National Underground Railroad Freedom Center 

selected four Winton Woods High School students as 

recipients for its 2018 Picture Freedom Art Contest. 

The nationwide competition challenges students to 

critically think and capture what their definition of 

freedom looks like today. This year, eight students 

were present to receive their scholarship awards. The 

event included a delicious lunch, tour of the museum 

and ceremony to honor each student for their 

exceptional artistry. 

Winton Woods winners were Mariza Diaz, Princess 

Dyer, RJ Engleman and Sidney Posey. Two of the four 

students were present to receive their scholarship awards and gave speeches on their inspiration. Winton Woods 

junior Sidney Posey received third place and a $1000 scholarship for her piece “Labels”. A colorful drawing of 12 

identical images of a sketched body with different words written on them like female, obese, disabled, geek, and 

poor. The message of her art was no matter where people come 

from or who they are, everyone is human and should be treated 

equally. Winton Woods High School graduate Princess Dyer was 

also present to 

receive $100 for 

her painting “I 

Am Me.” The art 

piece showcased 

a portrait of her 

niece with a 

bright yellow 

background of 

words that told 

the story of what 

came before her. 

Dyer shared her 

grandmother’s 

story of her 

journey to 

America from Vietnam, and how she overcame adversity. She also provided her definition of freedom and how 

the Civil Rights Movement paved the way for people of color. “I decided to keep the focal point on my niece to 

show the optimism she holds in her smile and eyes for the future component of who she is and the sacrifices that 

were made so she could simply be herself - free from harsh judgement and injustice.” 

Each student’s art piece displayed powerful messages, creative imagery, and was left on display in the museum 

for the weekend, and for the opening of the Picture Freedom exhibit which will showcase their work through 

February 2019. 



Forest Park Steppers Make Big Impact with Support of 

WWCS Community Partners  

The theme of the Forest Park Steppers 

annual donation drive was “together we 

are better.” Community leaders of Forest 

Park and Greenhills partnered with 

Walmart to raise money and collect 

supplies for students in the Winton Woods 

District. The Forest Park Senior Center 

parking lot was full as people dropped off 

materials and participated in stepping 

from 11 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

Forest Park Steppers Founder Pearl Lewis 

said the outcome of the drive was a 

tremendous success and believes the 

support of the community was an integral 

part. “This year we’ve collected the most supplies ever. This donation drive was started back in 2005 with five 

members and a Kroger grocery bag of supplies. Now we are filling up cars to capacity.” 

For the last 12 years, the Stepper’s mission has been to supply district students and teachers with the necessities 

they need for the school year. Donated items included bookbags, highlighters, markers, pens, pencils, glue, 

journals, paper, crayons, scissors, pencil bags, folders, tissues, hand sanitizers and other supplies. 

“Positivity radiates from this group,” said Community Engagement Coordinator Corina Denny. “We are so 

appreciative and thankful to the Steppers organization, Forest Park police department and fire department, 

community leaders, Walmart and community members for coming together to help our students reach their 

highest potential.” 

Winton Woods Educational Foundation Presents Grants 
at Convocation  

 

 



Five new initiatives throughout Winton Woods City Schools received oversized checks as the Winton Woods 
Educational Foundation presented its yearly grants at Convocation on Monday, August 13. 
 
The WWEF was established in 2006 to support and enhance the academic success of the Winton Woods 
School District and provide assistance for those programs and activities that fall outside traditional funding 
sources. Receiving grants for the 2018-2019 school year were: 
 
  

 The “Pre-calculus aligned Physics Project” (PCAP) at Winton Woods High School received $2500 to 
improve math and science scores, and also help gear students toward math and science related fields and 
careers through fun and engaging activities. Projects developed allow students to experiment, build, and 
simulate various precalculus and physics concepts to bring math and science to life. 

 “Girls 2 Queens/Boys 2 Kings” at the Winton Woods Middle School received $2000 for a leadership 
development program with speakers that discuss topics that include self-esteem, healthy 
relationships/lifestyles, hygiene, social media, interpersonal skills and organizational skills. Students will 
work with local social agencies to increase their awareness and real life implications for character 
development. 

 “Spinning to Academic Success” at Winton Woods Primary North received $1300 for a program designed 
to provide opportunities for physical movement in order to directly impact negative behaviors and 
academic focus within the classroom setting.  

 “Movement-Based Learning” Winton Woods Preschool received $700 for a project designed to 
strengthen students’ learning and motor skills through play-based experiences to regulate reactions to 
external sensory stimuli in order to focus on complex tasks or activities. And also, to demonstrate control, 
coordination, spatial awareness, and balance during play activities. 

 
Winton Woods’ music department received $12,000 from the Matinee Musical. The funds will be used to further 
the musical skills and expertise of the Winton Woods students through the acquisition of musical instruments, 
private tutorials provided during the school day for both voice and instrumental music, and other items deemed 
necessary to further the students’ knowledge and appreciation of music. 
 
The WWEF is comprised of 15 board members who are alumni from Forest Park, Greenhills, and Winton Woods 
High Schools from the 1950s to the 1990s. The mission of the board is to build an endowment of $1 million to 
sustain and grow educational opportunities for Winton Woods students. 
  
WWEF granted $18,500 in grant funding for the 2018-2019 school year. Since 2009 there have been 35 grants, 
totaling close to $67,000, awarded by the WWEF. These grants have provided over 5,000 student experiences 
that otherwise would not have been available. 
 
For more information or to make a tax deductible donation, contact the Winton Woods Educational Foundation 
at the Winton Woods Board of Education offices located in a new modular behind Winton Woods Intermediate 
School at 825 Waycross Road, Forest Park, OH 45240. c/o Eileen Mannira  

 

 

 



WWCS PreK and 

Kindergartners Get a 

Jumpstart on Their 

School Year 

 

Winton Woods City Schools held another 

successful year of the Wee Warriors 

popular one-day school orientation on 

Friday, August 3. The district kicked off its 

fourth annual Jumpstart programs at 

Winton Woods Primary North in 

Greenhills and Winton Woods Primary 

South in Springfield Township. 

“Jumpstart is an incredible opportunity for incoming kindergarteners and their families to acclimate themselves 

to their new school,” said WWPS Principal Danielle Wallace. “Over the last four years we have seen a decline in 

‘first day jitters’ and the anxiety that naturally comes with starting school. Participating in Jumpstart gives parents 

an opportunity to hear important information about the kindergarten experience, connect with district leaders 

and have their back-to-school questions answered prior to the first day of school. As principal, I thoroughly enjoy 

connecting with each new student and their families.” 

Both primary schools had about 80 kindergarten and 30 preschool students at their separate Jumpstart events, 

which also included a bus ride and tour of the building. Parents who visited stations were able to receive a free 

Winton Woods t-shirt for their child. Many district departments offered information including teaching and 

learning, food services, PTA, Latino tutoring information, spirit wear, school nurses, transportation, uniform 

vendors, student services, technology, and enrollment. 

“We want our families and students to feel welcomed, excited and informed as they start this school year and 

become apart of the Warrior family,” said Community 

Engagement Coordinator Corina Denny. “At Winton 

Woods, we provide opportunities to prepare our 

students to be future ready.” 

 

Forest Chapel Provides for 
Winton Woods Students with 

Back-to-School Donation  
 

It started as a community-wide “back-to-school” outing 
for students but now is an annual donation drive for 
Winton Woods Primary North. Each year, Forest Chapel 
Church partners with local businesses to raise donations 
to fund school necessities for Warrior students and 



teachers. The project was again co-chaired by church members Evelyn Jones and Tess Goodall. “In 2016, it was 
decided that since we had an existing partnership with Primary North with providing tutoring services to the 
students, we would extend that partnership by solely focusing our back-to-school giveaway program on their 
students,” said Jones. 
 
“Our goal is to provide enough materials to replenish through the entire year,” said Goodall. “We wanted to be 
able to restock needed items, canned goods and winter gear toward the end of the year as well.” 
 
The bags contained folders, binders, pencils, colored pencils, markers, Kleenex boxes, glue sticks and scissors. 
Classrooms also received paper towels and Clorox wipes, and a special donation to the school’s nurse included 
batteries. 
 
“It means a lot to our staff and students to know that our community has again taken time to help provide for 
our school,” said Winton Woods Primary North Principal Kevin Jones. “We are so grateful to everyone at Forest 
Chapel Church. Whether it’s their willingness to give their time and support to our tutoring programs, or supplying 
our Warriors with school materials throughout the year. We are appreciative of everything they do.” 
 
This year’s Back-to-School sponsors included: Ameritas Life Insurance, Cincinnati Financial, Forest Park Chamber 
of Commerce, Fairfield Meijer, Process Plus, and Target.  
 

 

Winton Woods District Offers Free MVP Card to Residents 

Over 55 

Residents of Winton Woods City Schools age 55 and over are invited to pick up an MVP (Mature Valued Patron) 

card at the district’s Central Office. The card is good for free admission to most athletic events (excluding 

tournaments), concerts, plays and musicals—subject to availability. Those who already have an MVP card are 

not required to get a new one. 

Winton Woods City Schools is proud to provide an opportunity for our extended families and community 

members to learn what’s going on in our district by inviting them into our buildings, onto our athletic fields and 

into our Warrior family. These kinds of events help our community get to know our students and see the wide 

variety of scholastic, athletic and fine arts opportunities these students are excelling in. 

If you are a Winton Woods resident age 55 and older who does not already have an MVP card, the cards are 

available at the district’s Central Office, located at 825 Waycross Road suite A behind Winton Woods 

Intermediate School in Forest Park. For more information, please call (513) 619-2301.    

 

 

 

 



 

 

Winton Woods City Schools is committed to communicating with and engaging our families 

and stakeholders throughout the process of creating new facilities—and new opportunities—for our students. 

Update as of May 8, 2018 

For information on construction updates, go to www.wintonwoods.org/construction-update. 

For additional articles, visit our website www.wintonwoods.org/news. 

 

 

Winton Woods Today is a weekly (during the school year) email newsletter that reflects the district’s emphasis 

on global education and project-based learning, as well as staff and student accomplishments. If you would like 

to subscribe to the Winton Woods Today email newsletter, please email Drew Jackson at 

jackson.drew@wintonwoods.org 

 

 

 

Welcome Back Warriors! #NewTechWarriors 
Images from the district's fourth annual Warrior Rallies. 

http://www.wintonwoods.org/news
mailto:jackson.drew@wintonwoods.org
mailto:jackson.drew@wintonwoods.org
http://www.wintonwoods.org/userfiles/557/my files/construction updates for campuses.pdf?id=11077


 

 



 

 

 

Winton Woods City Schools students in Kindergarten through grade eight were greeted by groups of professionals, 

alumni and community members outside of school entrances to rally and encourage students as they arrived on the first 

day of school. 


